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Forests play an increasingly important role in key policy areas: 
they have a strong mitigation effect on climate change; they 
have huge potential in shaping the new bio-economy; they 
play a protective role in our environment; they are home to 
an unaccountable number of species and habitats; and they 
provide a vital source of income for rural communities. 
 
Bearing in mind all these societal, environmental and 
economic benefits, there is a pressing need to ensure the long 
term sustainable management and development of forests. 
The Irish Forestry & Timber Yearbook provides an important 
reference point for the sector in this country, offering a useful 
overview of the current operational reality while looking to 
future prospects and possibilities. 
 
At European level, the EU Forest Strategy promotes the 
sector's ability to create innovation, growth and jobs while 
ensuring sustainable forest management. Forest-based 
industries provide nearly three and a half million jobs in the 
EU and produce a total added value of €135 billion a year.  
The Irish share of this figure is naturally quite small, but the 
potential for growth is clear. 
 
Forestry is a central sector for a number of key EU priorities 
in the coming years, including the development of the 
bioeconomy and the circular economy. There will be 
significant opportunities for interesting and rewarding 
projects for ambitious forestry sector stakeholders. 
 
For the next EU budget, spanning the years 2021-2027, the 
Commission is proposing €100 billion for Horizon Europe - 
the most ambitious research and innovation programme ever. 
Of this, €10 billion is dedicated to the primary sectors 
including forestry and agriculture. I encourage Irish forestry 
sector stakeholders to familiarise themselves with our plans 
and see what opportunities may be available. 

Commissioner Phil Hogan
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Foreword
FOREST OWNERS 

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE THREAT OF FIRE? 

•    Do you have adequate Insurance in place? Remember to cover reconstitution costs. 
•    Are your Firebreaks in order? 
•    Do you have a Fire Plan and review it regularly? 
•    Report fires to the Fire and Emergency Services. Report suspicious activity to the Gardai. 

The burning of growing vegetation on uncultivated land between  
1 March and 31 August each year is prohibited by law. 

 
Landowners who intend to burn vegetation are obliged to give you (and the 

Gardaí) written notice if they intend to burn within a mile of your forest and you 
are entitled to object by counter notice (within three days). 

Be Prepared. Be Vigilant. 

Stamp Out Forest Fires. 

Phil Hogan 
Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development 
European Commission


